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ourselves cut off from the rest of the world. In such crisis we should remember the
pregnant words of that great Irish patriot who ia the face of imminent danger cried out
triumphantly—" One man can save Ireland, just as one man redeemed the world." As an
exponent of the Youth Movement, the moment you apply the principle of freedom to
every walk of life, you at once create enemies on all sides and all tbe vested interests
affected by your propaganda may combine for the purpose of crushing you. It is easy
to fight even a iormi iable enemy on one front, bat it is difficult to fight your enemies on
every front simultaneously. The rank and file of the Youth Movement should therefore be
prepared to face enemies more formidable than those whom the political workers may
have to encounter.
Cross of Misunderstanding.
" There is another difficulty which we in the Youth Movement; should anticipate and
against which we should be forewarned. In a political movement or in a labour movm*3sf,
you will have to handle large crowds in order to preserve your control over them. You
may have to play to the gallery on certain occasions. You may aUo have to brsng your-
selves down to tbe lev*-l of the masses on certain occasions in order to keep up your
communion with them. In the Youth movement oq the other baud, you will have to say
good-bye to love of popularity—i* you happen to posses that failing. On occasions
you will have to tab? the responsibility of treating public opinion or of stemming the tide
of popular feeling. If you wish to solve the fundamental problems of your national life,
you will have to look railps ahead of your contemporaries. The raa^s mind is often
unable to cut, itself off from present-day mooring* an1 visualize the future. If you
propose remedies to anticipate and counteract future evils, it is nut improbable that the
mass mind will refuse to accept your prescription. On such an occasion you must summon
courage to stand out, alone and unfriended, in the presence of the cro^s as it were, and
fight the rest of the world. One who desires to swim with the tide of popular approbation
on all occasions may become the hero of the hour—but h<» cannot livn in history ; neither
can he create history. If we aspire to become the makers of history we should be
prepared for any amount of misunderstanding an<i for any degree of persecution. For
the most unselfish actions we shoul i be prepared to get abuse and villification ; from
our closest friends we should be prepared for unwarranted hostility.
"Life and ifca Talue,
" But human nature is at bottom divine. The day of misunderstanding, abuse and
persecution, however long it may be, will therefore have its end, E??n if we have to
meet death for the sake of our sinceresfc convictions, we shall through death attain
immortality. Let us therefore be ready for any emergency. Tbe rose is thrice beautiful
because of irs thorns and so is human life. Woaii not life be stale an i insipid without
sacrifice, suffering and persecution F
'* Broadly speaking the Youth Movement has five aspects—viz. political, social, economic,
physical and cultural. The aim of the movement is a two-fold one—to break this fivefold
bondage and as a result of this eraancipacion to give au impetus to self-fujfi.raents ami self-
expression. The movement is therefore both destructive and creative in character. Without
destruction you cannot have a new creation. That is why everywhere in nature we find des-
truction and creation going on side by side. If we think that destruction is bad and cons-
truction good and if we believe that construction is possible without destruction, we shall
be sadly mistaken. So a so shall we err if we regard destruction to bf an end in itself. The
growth and expansion of the freedom movement in any sphere of life means destruction
and sometimes ruthless destruction. There can be no compromise with untruth, hypocrisy
bondage and inequality. We shall have to atnke and to strike hard if we have tu break
these shackles and we should not falter or look back when our only duty is to march aheal.
** If there is life within us—if we are not mere «* clods of clay untroubled by a spark,**
destruction will unfailingly be accompanied by creative activity.
Badic&I Transformation Wanted.
" Many of the movements that we witness to-day in India and abroad are reformist
in character. These movements touch tbe fringe of our life without radically transforming
it* But we want not reform—but radical transformation. The whole of our life—both
individual and collective—has to be recreated, In order to fulfil this rejuvenation we
want a new conception of freedom to inspire us. Fieedom has had a varying connota-
tion in different ages and in different climes. In fact in our own country, as elsewhere,
ther« has been an evolution of the conception of freedom. To-day, freedom has at last
come to mean complete all-round emancipation. At least that is the interpretation which
appeals to the yonths. We can no longer be content with a half-way house. We want
the fullest dose of freedom and we want it in every sphere of life. If we love freedom
and love it for its own sake, we cannot possibly tolerate bondage or inequality of any

